


Our Message to Congress: Setting the Stage 
for the First Session of the 115th Congress



Legislative Priorities

• Child Nutrition Act

• Perkins Career & Technical Education Act

• Federal Education Investments

• Educational Choice

• ESSA Implementation



Child Nutrition Act

NSBA urges Congress and the new Administration to 
enact a bipartisan child nutrition programs
reauthorization that grants flexibility and relief for 
school districts to successfully administer school meal 
programs by: 1) increasing reimbursement levels and 
other federal funds to cover the cost of compliance; 
and/or 2) authorizing local school districts to make 
implementation feasible within available federal 
resources, such as increasing flexibility for whole grain 
content and sodium reduction targets and increasing 
stakeholder engagement (including school boards) in 
policy and implementation.



CHILD NUTRITION

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act 
(current version of the Child 
Nutrition Act) 

• Expired on Sept. 30, 2015.

• Authorizes six federal food 
programs, including the school 
lunch and breakfast programs.

• Over 30 million children rely on 
these programs. 



Child Nutrition: Previous House & Senate Bills

• Would provide relief for whole grain content and sodium 
reduction targets.

• Would create a School Nutrition Advisory Committee (SNAC) to 
advise the Secretary…the SNAC would include a school board 
representative.

• House bill included community eligibility provision that would 
increase poverty threshold from 40% to 60%.

• House bill included requirement to consult with school boards.

• NSBA expressed support with reservations. 



Child Nutrition:  CEP
• Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) - a meal 

service option for schools and school districts in 
underserved communities. 

– Allows highest poverty schools and districts to serve breakfast 
and lunch at no cost to all enrolled students without the 
burden of collecting household applications. 

– Schools that adopt CEP are reimbursed using a formula based 
on the percentage of students participating in other specific 
means-tested programs, such as the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) and Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF).



Child Nutrition

NSBA Advocates for a reauthorization that 
provides:

• Flexibility to administer school meal programs.

• Authority to make adjustments to ensure students in 
need receive healthy, nutritious meals while in 
school. 

• Reduce burden on school districts.

e.g. increased costs, decreased participation and 

whole grain/sodium requirements.



Career & Technical Education Act

NSBA urges Congress’ strong support for swift passage 
of a bipartisan reauthorization of the Carl D. Perkins 
Career and Technical Education Act that includes 
provisions for a strong academic component and 
credentialing programs that will help our nation’s school 
districts continue efforts to advance 21st Century skills 
and knowledge to meet the needs of both students and 
employers, and provide practical training through 
apprenticeships and other opportunities.



Career & Technical Education

Additional goals…

• Support the expansion of public/private 

partnerships with secondary and 

post-secondary programs, including 

alignment with state and local industries.

• Maximize the federal CTE investment 

in its current form, as a formula grant 

program to benefit more students, 

rather than disparate allocations through competitive grants.



Career & Technical Education

• H.R. 5587, the Strengthening Career and Technical 
Education for the 21st Century Act, was passed by 
the House in September.

• Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pensions (HELP) 
Committee action pending.

• Reauthorization expected this year.



Career & Technical Education
Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 
21st Century Act

• Introduced by Reps. Glenn “GT” Thompson (R-PA) and Katherine Clark (D-
MA) and approved unanimously last year by the House Committee on 
Education and the Workforce.

• Would increase transparency and accountability by streamlining 
performance measures and fostering alignment with the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA).

ESSA (Sections 1003A and 1111):  “Each State shall demonstrate that the challenging State 
academic standards are aligned with entrance requirements for credit-bearing coursework in the 
system of public higher education in the State and relevant State career and technical education 
standards.”

• Would ensure a limited federal role, repealing the requirement that states 
must negotiate their targeted levels of performance with the U.S. Secretary 
of Education and preventing funds from being withheld from states that do 
not meet certain performance targets.

http://edworkforce.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=400923


Federal Education Investments

NSBA urges Congress’ passage of a final Fiscal Year 2017 
appropriations bill that maximizes the investments in 
special education, Title I grants for disadvantaged 
students, and related education programs that our 
students need for a strong future.  Additionally, NSBA 
urges Congress’ bipartisan efforts to avert further across-
the-board budget cuts to education in FY2018 and future 
fiscal years that impact the success of our students, 
school districts and communities.



Appropriations

• Continuing Resolution (Public Law 114-254) effective until 
April 28, 2017.

• Efforts have begun to address sequestration in FY2018.

• Budget Control Act of 2011 authorizes automatic triggers 
that would reduce overall federal funding by $1.2 trillion, 
spread evenly over fiscal years 2013 through 2021.

• Half of the $1.2 trillion reduction would come from defense 
spending and half from non-defense programs, including 
education, through budget sequestration.



Sequestration

• Defined as the “automatic, across-the-board cancellation of 
budgetary resources”

• Legislated through the Budget Control Act of 2011 and slated to 
resume across-the-board cuts to federal education programs and 
other domestic programs in FY2018, unless Congress intervenes

• Imposed more than a $2.5 billion reduction to education 
programs in FY2013

• Most of the cuts were restored in FY2014-2017 funding because 
of the subsequent Bipartisan Budget Acts that cancelled the 
sequester for those fiscal years.



Educational Choice

NSBA urges Congress to support the range of choices 
offered by our nation's public school districts, which 
educate more than fifty million students.  We urge both 
Congress and the Administration to encourage and 
advance a balanced dialogue on evidence-based choice 
options to help inform our nation’s efforts to assure 
every child is prepared for college, careers and 
citizenship.  Likewise, we urge efforts to “level the 
playing field” so that all public schools may benefit from 
the flexibilities offered to public charter schools and so 
that performance can be adequately and appropriately 
compared.



Educational Choice



Educational Choice

“In general, we find that school choices work for some 
students sometimes, are worse for some students 
sometimes, and are usually no better or worse than 
traditional public schools.” – NSBA Center for Public Education

www.centerforpubliceduation.org

http://www.centerforpubliceduation.org/


School Choice “Voucher” Proponents

• National School Choice Week: January  22-28, 2017.

• Congressional Hearing: “Helping Students Succeed 
Through the Power of School Choice”

– February 2, 2017, 10:00 a.m., 2175 Rayburn House 
Office Building, Education and the Workforce 
Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and 
Secondary Education

– Witnesses are to be announced.



School Choice
NSBA Center for Public Education report findings:

• Choice in itself may not produce better outcomes. While many 
schools of choice do an exemplary job, the results are not universally 
better than those produced by traditional public schools. 

• Non-public school choice is not a panacea.  Policymakers who are 
considering supporting parents who wish to choose private schools 
or homeschooling should be aware that very little is known about 
the overall efficacy of schooling outside of public schools. 

• Expanding charter schools is not an overall reform strategy. Most 
charter schools are no better than their traditional public school 
counterparts. Merely having more of them will not raise 
performance. Rather, policymakers and educators should focus on 
learning from successful local public schools and districts  about 
policies and practices that can help improve all schools.



Every Student Succeeds Act 
Implementation 

UPDATE:  Proposed SNS rule was withdrawn January 
18, 2017.

NSBA urges Congress and the new Administration to 
oppose proposed regulations for Supplement, not 
Supplant (SNS) requirements and to immediately 
overturn any final regulation that exceeds the legal 
requirements of the Every Student Succeeds Act.



ESSA Implementation
• State Accountability; State Plans

– Final rule published November 29, 2016. Effective date January 30, 2017.

• Assessment Regulations
– Final rule published on December 8, 2016. Effective January 9, 2017.

**Please note that the White House directive to delay finalized 
rules will likely change the effective date for Accountability and 
Assessment regulations.**

• Supplement, Not Supplant Regulations Withdrawn

• Dear Colleague letters, FAQ’s, webinars, non-regulatory guidance

• www.ed.gov/essa. 

http://www.ed.gov/essa


ESSA Talking Points

 Individualize advocacy based on status of State 
implementation of ESSA

– Discuss the actions in your state and district for ESSA

– Update on the progress of implementation along with specific 
concerns (e.g.  Development of State plans, identification of schools 
for intervention/improvement, planned services for students in 
foster care, benchmarks for measuring academic achievement, 
English Language learners, etc.).

 Encourage your members of Congress to support continued 
oversight hearings and to remain involved with regular 
updates on State implementation



ESSA Implementation: Oversight Hearings

 Reaffirm congressional intent to restore local governance in 
education. (Section 8541 of ESSA)

 Emphasize Congress’ oversight authority over the U.S. 
Department of Education’s implementation of the law.

 Ensure that the ED Secretary understands the importance of 
promulgating rules/guidance within the bounds of the law.



Additional Topics
School Infrastructure –Administration and Congress have 
announced proposals to invest in infrastructure, including 
our schools. 

Administration:  “Pursue an ‘America’s Infrastructure First’ policy that 

supports investments in transportation, clean water, a modern and 
reliable electricity grid, telecommunications, security infrastructure, 
and other pressing domestic infrastructure needs.”

Democratic proposal:  $75B to jumpstart public school modernization 
with funds distributed on a formula basis to public schools with the 
greatest and most urgent needs. “Funding will ensure that school 
construction and modernization projects can get underway quickly 
without placing an undo financial burden on local taxpayers.”



Additional Topics
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Reauthorization –
Last reauthorized in 2004, IDEA helps our districts educate over six million 
students with disabilities (approximately 13% of students), ensuring access 
to a free appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment. 

Reauthorization Goals:
• Reduce complexity of compliance and provide guidelines and flexibility to 

schools 
• Implement plan to invest in IDEA at the level (40%) promised. (Special 

education cost estimates range from $80 billion to $110 billion per year. The 
federal contribution has been less than 20% with the states and local school 
districts assuming the balance of the funding burden.)

• Retain deference to the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) collaborative 
process and allow for full opportunity to discuss disagreements prior to 
unnecessary and expensive litigation. 

• Retain the two-year limit to awards of compensatory services and create a 
shorter statute of limitations period for appeals to court in order to assure the 
speedy resolution of disputes. 



Additional Topics
Secure Rural Schools –
• Authorized by the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-

Determination Act to provide payments in lieu of property tax 
revenues for education to school districts with non-taxable federal 
properties within their geographical boundaries

• Provides more than $285 million in payments to 41 states and the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico for local schools, roads and other 
governmental purposes

• A permanent reauthorization is needed to ensure continuity of 
program resources to school districts. The current reauthorization 
was for payments in Fiscal Years 2014 - 2015. Payments for FY2016 
and future fiscal years are subsequent to congressional action for 
appropriations and program reauthorization.



Questions



NSBA Resources

• ESSA Implementation Guidebook

• Legislative Updates

• Targeted Assistance

• Center for Public Education
www.centerforpubliceducation.org



Contact

Mary McKee

Field Operations Program Associate

mmckee@nsba.org

(703) 838-6722

mailto:mmckee@nsba.org


Working with and through our state associations, NSBA 
advocates for equity and excellence in public education 

through school board leadership. 

www.nsba.org

http://www.nsba.org/

