
Coming Out For 
Inclusion



1
Schools nationwide are hostile places. 
The vast majority of LGBT students hear 
anti-LGBT language, and experience 
discrimination and harassment. 

74% verbally harassed

36% physically harassed

60% of transgender students 
prohibited from bathroom

Joseph G. Kosciw et al., The 2013 National School Climate Survey: The Experiences of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Youth in Our 
Nation’s Schools, Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network (2014).



2
Discrimination and harassment have 
dire consequences on student’s 
educational outcomes and well-being.  

3x more likely to miss school

Lower GPAs (2.7 vs 3.3)

Lower self-esteem, higher 
depression

Joseph G. Kosciw et al., The 2013 National School Climate Survey: The Experiences of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Youth in Our 
Nation’s Schools, Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network (2014).



3
High rates of bullying and both physical 
and sexual violence against LGBT students 
is fueling a cycle of depression, suicide, 
drug use and absenteeism.

LGB students 3X more likely to be 
forced to have sex

2X more likely to be bullied, 
experience dating violence 

4X more likely to attempt suicide

Kann L, Olsen EO, McManus T, et al. Sexual Identity, Sex of Sexual Contacts, and Health-Related Behaviors Among Students in 
Grades 9–12 — United States and Selected Sites, 2015. MMWR Surveill Summ 2016;65(No. SS-9):1–202. 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.ss6509a1.

http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.ss6509a1


4
Bullying, harassment, and discrimination 
result in cycles of discipline, drop-outs, and 
criminal justice system involvement for LGBT 
youth. 

More likely to experience every 
form of discipline more frequently 
that non-LGBT peers

62.8% LGBT vs. 45.8% non-LGBT

Joseph G. Kosciw et al., Teasing to Torment: School Climate Revisited, Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network (2016).



A crisis for educational systems. 

This problem affects a significant 
population of students.

A public health crisis. 

This is school discipline problem.



Elements of an LGBT inclusive district 
policy

Decision and Opportunity Points 

Matt Nadel, GLSEN National Student 
Council 



Bullying policies 
protecting LGBT students 

State



Nondiscrimination policies 
protecting students 



Protecting gender 
identity and expression



School climate surveys

School discipline and SROs

Curriculum 



School Climate 
Handbooks/Plans

Enumeration of sexual orientation and 
gender identity and expression?

Requiring professional development?

Requiring accountability for harassment 
reports?



Nondiscrimination policies

Enumeration of sexual orientation and 
gender identity and expression?

Providing specific guidance on how 
transgender or gender nonconforming 
people should she treated?



ESSA Implementation 

What data are you reporting?

What accountability measures are you 
trying to achieve and how does school 
climate fit in?

How does school climate factor into local 
ESSA implementation plans?

How does school climate play a role in 
Title II and Title IV grants?



Discipline Framework and 
Relationship with School 
Resource Officers

What’s the function of SROs in your 
district? What about the agreement 
between the district and SROs look like?

Are zero tolerance policies working?

Are bullied youth getting punished? Are 
LGBT youth punished for things straight 
youth are not?  


