
 

September 11, 2013 
 

 
 
Re:  Reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 

(ESEA) 
 
 
Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Alexander: 
 
The National School Boards Association (NSBA, representing over 90,000 local 
school board members across the nation, is quite concerned that there has been 
no movement on the Senate bill, Strengthening America’s Schools Act, S 1094, since it was reported favorably out of 
Committee on June 12, 2013. We are seeking your support to ensure that there is no further delay in the 
legislative process by requesting that S. 1094 be scheduled for Senate floor vote within the next 30 days.   
 
Local school boards across the nation appreciate the fact that S 1094 contained many of the positive provisions 
that are in the current No Child Left Behind (NCLB) law such as early childhood development, teacher and 
principal effectiveness through preparation and professional development, rigorous college and career-ready 
standards with valid and reliable aligned assessments. However, school board members were disappointed that S. 
1094 contained many requirements that would significantly increase the requirements for local data collection, 
reporting, and plan development and implementation.  
 
As a result, NSBA was unable to support the legislation in its current form and had urged that the bill be revised 
and brought back to committee as soon as practicable to reflect the themes and specific provisions that local 
school boards had outlined in previous communications. Our rationale was based on the fact that many local 
school districts would not have sufficient technical capacity or the fiscal or personnel resources needed to 
implement such a complex and administratively burdensome framework. Although our concerns were supported 
by many members of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) committee, the bill was 
favorably reported out of Committee on June 12, 2013. In spite of our disappointment, we respect the legislative 
process and therefore urge you to request Senator Reid to schedule the Senate for a floor vote on S 1094 within 
the next 30 days. 
 
We remain fully aware of the tremendous responsibilities the Senate has regarding very critical issues facing our 
nation. However, we believe that education must continue to have a high priority on the legislative agenda.  
While many states have sought flexibility through waivers offered by the U.S. Department of Education, such 
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waivers provide only temporary relief from specific provisions of the current law and often impose new criteria 
on states, school districts and schools not formally authorized by Congress.   
 
Equally important, we believe that by scheduling the full Senate floor vote on S. 1094 within the next 30 days 
there would be sufficient time for the Joint House-Senate Committee to complete its negotiations on the final 
legislative language, for House and Senate adoption and for states and local school districts to begin 
implementation of certain provisions in the 2014-2015 school year. In this regard, it is imperative that 
reauthorization precedes the renewal of waivers that the Department of Education will be granting early next 
year in order to avoid confusion and waste of resources locally to the extent legislative policy differs from waiver 
requirements. 
 
If you have any questions concerning our comments and positions please contact Reginald M. Felton, Assistant 
Executive Director for Congressional Relations at 703-838-6782, or by e-mail, rfelton@nsba.org.  
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Michael A. Resnick 
Associate Executive Director 
 
cc: Members, United States Senate 
 


