
 

 

July 13, 2017 

 
The Honorable Tom Cole   The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Subcommittee Chairman   Subcommittee Ranking Member 
Committee on Appropriations   Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515   Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
 
Re:  Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies Appropriations for Fiscal 
Year 2018 
 
Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro: 
 
On behalf of our state associations and the 90,000 school board members who govern our country’s 
14,000 local school districts, the National School Boards Association (NSBA) urges your support and 
swift passage of the FY2018 appropriations measure your Subcommittee will soon consider.    
 
We recognize the fiscal constraints that your Subcommittee must work within and appreciate your 
leadership in the investments made to special education in the FY2018 appropriations measure. We 
also appreciate your efforts to sustain funding for Title I, Impact Aid and career and technical 
education.  Each of these programs is critical to the success of our local school districts and helps to 
ensure that our nation’s students have access to the high-quality education that they deserve. 
 
NSBA applauds the Subcommittee’s work to prioritize the needs of our public schools and to ensure 
that limited federal resources are not diverted to non-public schools. As you know, the 
Administration’s budget request included the creation of the Furthering Options for Children to Unlock 
Success (FOCUS) grant program.  This request could have reappropriated more than $1 billion in 
federal education investments to non-public schools.  NSBA strongly opposes the diversion of federal 
resources to non-public schools and we urge you to continue to put our nation’s public schools first as 
you work to advance this appropriations measure.  
 
NSBA urges your reconsideration of Title II investments in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) as 
it pertains to “Preparing, Training and Recruiting High-Quality Teachers, Principals or Other School 
Leaders.”  Title II investments cover professional development, in-service training, technology 
integration into curricula, training on data usage to improve student achievement and student data  
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privacy, implementation of performance-based compensation systems, parental/community 
engagement, development of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics master teacher corps, 
civics, and more. Without federal-state-local partnerships to attract, retain and cultivate effective 
teachers and school leaders, student outcomes are impacted. This is an investment that we urge you to 
sustain.  
 
As you consider these programmatic investments, we ask that you also work with your colleagues to 
develop another Bipartisan Budget Agreement that avoids the damaging across-the-board cuts to 
education and other programs that support our nation’s students.  Legislating a permanent solution to 
the unintended consequences of the Budget Control Act of 2011 will help stabilize the budget and 
appropriations process, as well as establish priorities for our nation’s domestic agenda including 
elementary and secondary education.  
 
Finally, we urge passage of a strong bipartisan measure that will help our public schools fulfill the 
goals of ESSA and provide the education opportunities vital to student achievement.  This federal 
support provided by Congress is critical as our school districts continue state and local efforts to 
implement ESSA, address the special needs of students under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA), advance innovation and career-readiness through the Perkins Career and 
Technical Education Act, expand high-quality learning opportunities, and much more. Our school 
boards and their communities appreciate your continued work and dedication. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Thomas J. Gentzel 
Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 


