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EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY: GETTING CONNECTED 

AT SCHOOL AND AT HOME  
 
 

Since 2010, when the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) published Connecting America: the 
National Broadband Plan, NSBA has worked closely with the agency and Congress to move toward 
universal broadband access to improve academic achievement. In the last year, three major 
developments began to change the landscape: modernization initiatives at the FCC for the E-rate and 
Lifeline programs, and passage of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 

• E-rate Program of the Universal Service Fund (USF) – The FCC administrator of E-rate 
modernized the program and increased annual funding by $1.5 billion in 2014. The E-Rate 
program, known more formally as the Schools and Libraries Program within the Universal 
Service Fund, provides discounts to support high-need schools and libraries in the U.S. to 
ensure affordable broadband connectivity to the Internet. Prior to the FCC’s vote to modernize 
the program, school and library E-Rate applications regularly exceeded available funding nearly 
three-fold.  

• USF Lifeline Program - The FCC is exploring modernization of the Lifeline program, whose 
mission is to provide access to telecommunications and information services to low-income 
consumers nationwide. Updating Lifeline to provide broadband could ameliorate the 
“homework gap” created when students do not have access to the necessary technology and 
bandwidth after school to complete digital homework and other academic assignments.  

• Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) – Congress authorized programs and funding for states 
and school districts to enhance education technology and innovation, professional 
development and STEM-related programs in this cornerstone education law. Examples include: 

o Title II (Preparing, Training, and Recruiting High-Quality Teachers, Principals, or 
Other School Leaders). Local school districts may use Title II funds for training to 
effectively integrate technology into curricula and instruction. Districts may also use 
funds for training to use data to improve student achievement and to ensure that 
individual student data privacy is protected.  

o Title IV (21st Century Schools). Part A of Title IV authorizes $1.6 billion for Student 
Support and Academic Enrichment Grants (SSAE) to states and districts for a number 
of purposes, including activities to support the effective use of technology. Local school 
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districts must use a portion of their SSAE funds for technology, although the portion is 
up to the district and may be used for a wide variety of activities, including: increasing 
access to rigorous personalized learning experiences supported by technology, 
disseminating promising practices related to technology instruction, professional 
development for using technology successfully, making instructional content widely 
available through open education resources and purchasing devices, equipment and 
software.      

NSBA POSITION 

NSBA recognizes that students who have little or no exposure to technology will be at an educational 
and economic disadvantage in comparison to their more technologically literate peers. Therefore, 
NSBA has long supported the role of education technology to achieve equity and excellence in 
education. Recent developments accelerate the potential for school districts to provide a world-class 
public education and prepare students for college and/or career.   
 
NSBA’s Delegate Assembly established education technology as a priority, and urges Congress and the 
Administration to: 

• Provide funding to advance the application of technology to teaching and learning. 
• Assist school districts that lack local resources to acquire the infrastructure, hardware, software, 

and staff training necessary to provide a technology rich instructional environment.  
• Provide funding for school districts to integrate technology into the curriculum, enable the use 

of computer-based assessments aligned with state standards, and adjust curriculum and 
instructional practices. 

• Support programs and research that focus on problem-solving, creativity, critical thinking, 
world-language proficiency, and other high-level 21st century skills that are important for 
success in a global workplace. 

 
 
TALKING POINT: 
 

• Maximize local flexibility. Whether E-rate, Lifeline or ESSA, Congress should support local 
flexibility in administration of federal programs, including education technology.  Local school 
boards and other district and school leaders are in the best position to understand the needs of 
their students and harness the commitment of educators, students, and communities to 
improve academic achievement. 
 

 
For additional information, please contact Lucy Gettman, deputy associate executive director, federal advocay at 
the National School Boards Association, 703-838-6763, or by e-mail, lgettman@nsba.org. 
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