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Key Information for Your Meetings with Members of Congress  

During the 2015 August Congressional Recess 
 
The Congressional August recess presents a unique opportunity for school board members 
across the country to meet locally and share with their members of Congress public education 
issues of great importance to their communities.  This year, House members will recess from 
July 31 until September 7, while Senators won’t begin their recess until August 10 continuing 
through September 7. During these periods when your federal lawmakers are home we hope 
that you will engage them in conversation from the local school board member’s perspective.  
To assist with your meetings, we are providing key background and NSBA’s position 
information on the three most timely education topics on Capitol Hill: 
 

 Reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA); 
 Fiscal Year 2016 Federal Funding for Public Education and Sequestration; and 
 Reauthorization of the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act (which authorizes the school 

lunch program). 
 
Reauthorization of ESEA 

 
Background: 
 
It has been over eight years since Congress has updated and reauthorized the 
cornerstone legislation governing federal involvement in public education.  This year, 
Congress made significant progress to reauthorize ESEA in both the House of 
Representatives—with floor passage of H.R. 5 on July 8 and the Senate, which passed its 
bi-partisan comprehensive overhaul of ESEA—S. 1177—as recently as July 16.   Both bills 
reaffirm the importance of local and community leadership in public education, among 
other changes.  Specifically, the House and Senate have adopted NSBA’s local 
governance language that seeks to prevent local school districts from coercion into ill-
advised or misguided federal education mandates. The inclusion of this language is a 
significant victory for local school boards and our nation’s public education system.  
However, much more work remains to keep these bills moving through the legislative 
process. In this regard, both bills must be reconciled and re-voted upon by both the 
House and the Senate before it can go to the President for his signature.   
 

https://www.nsba.org/sites/default/files/file/NSBA-HR5-local-governance-amdt.pdf
http://www.nsba.org/sites/default/files/file/NSBA-S1177-local-governance-amdt.pdf
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Action: 
 
Timing is everything so while meeting with your members of Congress during the 
August recess we encourage you to express appreciation and seek support from your 
elected officials.  The following talking points can serve as a guide during your 
conversations:   
 
 Thank you and your colleagues on both sides of the political aisle for making public education 

one of the most important issues before this Congress.  
 

 Keep the momentum going to reauthorize and modernize ESEA this fall while the differences 
between the two bills are reconciled.  
 

 Give the President a final bill to sign that reaffirms local governance and decision-making in 
public education and rejects private school vouchers.   

 
 School boards have unique language in both the House (H.R. 5,  Sec. 6531) and Senate (S. 

1177, Sec. 9540A) bills to prevent coercive, misguided policies so please continue to support 
these provisions as the bill continues its journey to the President. 
 

For a comparison of the major differences between the House and Senate bills, NSBA’s 
positions on the legislation, specific vote results, and a sample e-mail please access the 
following links: 

 
 NSBA’s comparison chart.   
 NSBA’s letters to the House and Senate.    
 Roll call votes for H.R. 5 and S. 1177. 
 Sample e-mail via NSBA’s Online Legislative Action Center, which 

also lists your member’s district office phone number under the 
member’s profile.   

 
Fiscal Year 2016 Federal Funding for Public Education and Sequestration 
 

Background: 
 
Sequestration 
 
As Congress has returned to what many refer to as “regular order” with customary 
legislative action underway for appropriations and other bills, the House and Senate 
leaders are facing another set of constraints similar to Fiscal Year 2013 - the possibility 
of a subsequent round of across-the-board budget cuts, called sequestration, imposed by 
the Budget Control Act of 2011.  

https://www.nsba.org/sites/default/files/file/NSBA-HR5-local-governance-amdt.pdf
http://www.nsba.org/sites/default/files/file/NSBA-S1177-local-governance-amdt.pdf
https://www.nsba.org/esea-comparison-chart
http://www.nsba.org/nsba-letter-us-house-representatives-regarding-student-success-act-0
http://app3.vocusgr.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d9344%3c%26JDG%3c%3d%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=21385985&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=17290&Action=Follow+Link
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2015/roll423.xml
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=114&session=1&vote=00249
https://www.nsba.org/advocacy/take-action
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In FY2013, sequestration reduced education funding by roughly $2.5 billion, affecting 
school curricula, teachers and staff, afterschool programs and more. Throughout both 
the House and Senate Appropriations Committee meetings for education funding bills, 
appropriators spoke about the need for an agreement to avoid sequestration in the next 
fiscal year, which begins October 1.   

 
Fiscal Year 2016 Funding 

 
The House Appropriations Committee bill would raise the federal investment in special 
education grants under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) by $500 
million, and would sustain funding for Title I grants for disadvantaged students. The 
Senate Appropriations Committee’s respective bill would also increase the IDEA 
investment by $125 million and would provide an additional $150 million to Title I 
grants.   

 
“NSBA will continue to advocate for a final bill that keeps critical federal education 
programs, such as Title I and IDEA grants, as top priorities during further budget 
negotiations,” said NSBA Executive Director Thomas J. Gentzel in a recent statement. 

 
Action: 
 
While meeting with your members of Congress during the August recess, we encourage 
you to seek support from your elected officials.  The following talking points can serve as 
a guide during your conversations:      

 
 Protect education as an investment critical to economic stability and American 

competitiveness, including Title I and IDEA.   
 Your leadership and involvement in bipartisan discussions will be critical to amend the 

Budget Control Act and forge a solution that will address the across-the-board cuts to 
education that would affect our students and communities. 

 
 
Child Nutrition  
 

Background: 
  

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act (the current version of the Child Nutrition Act), 
expires on September 30, 2015.  It authorizes six federal food programs, including the 
school lunch and breakfast programs. Over 30 million children rely on these programs 
as part of their educational experience.  
 

http://www.nsba.org/newsroom/press-releases/nsba-commends-regular-order-senate-appropriations-committee-mark-fiscal-year
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Many districts report increased costs, decreased participation and other unintended 
consequences that challenge school districts’ ability to deliver on the law’s promise.     
Whole grain requirements and sodium reduction targets are two examples, but 
inadequate federal reimbursement, competitive food standards and new 
reporting/administrative requirements also present operational and fiscal challenges.  
 
NSBA is advocating for a reauthorization that provides flexibility and recognizes the full 
impact of federal administration of the programs on school districts so that children 
receive healthy, nutritious and appetizing meals.  

 
Action: 
 
While meeting with your members of Congress during the August recess, we encourage 
you to seek support from your elected officials.  The following talking point can serve as 
a guide during your conversations:      

 
 Craft a child nutrition reauthorization bill that gives local school districts the authority 

and flexibility to make adjustments honoring the spirit and intent of the law so they 
can provide students with healthy, nutritious and appetizing meals that children need 
to succeed.                     

 
 

 
     Thank you for your contribution to our lobbying efforts as an FRN member.   

The Federal Relations Network (FRN) is a grassroots network comprised of local school board 
members appointed by their state school boards associations, to be the key contacts on federal 
education issues.  FRN members:  1) Respond to NSBA’s calls to action at key strategic times in 
the federal legislative process; 2) Keep abreast of federal issues and receive NSBA’s Legislative 
Highlights when Congress is in session; 3) Develop a year-round relationship with their members of 
Congress; and 4) May choose to register for our annual advocacy conference, the Advocacy 
Institute, January 24-26, 2016 in Washington, D.C.  Registration for the Advocacy Institute will 
open in October. 

 
 

If you have any questions or feedback, please contact Kathleen Branch, director of national 
advocacy services and programs, at kbranch@nsba.org or 703.838.6735. 

 

https://www.nsba.org/nsba-pulse-poll-identifies-concerns-options-school-nutrition
mailto:kbranch@nsba.org

